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Edi Prio Pambudi
Co-Sherpa G20 Indonesia

s the world con-
tinues to face 
unprecedented 
challenges from 
the ongoing poly-
crisis, the role of 
the G20 in pro-
moting interna-
tional coopera-

tion and fostering sustainable growth has 
never been more crucial. Indonesia’s G20 
presidency has been marked by meaning-
ful progress and concrete outcomes and 
has made significant contributions and 
crucial efforts to address the impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and promote 
sustainable recovery, to leverage inclusive 
digital transformation and innovation 
as well as to accelerate G20 members in 
achieving just energy transition. It is my 
belief that the G20 has never been more 
relevant or needed and remains the pre-
mier forum for international economic 
cooperation.

Global cooperation faced numerous chal-
lenges in the previous year, including the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and its 
impact on economies, health systems, 
and societies around the world. The pan-
demic highlighted the need for interna-
tional cooperation and coordination, but 
also exposed divisions and disparities in 
global responses. Additionally, there were 
ongoing tensions and disputes between 
major powers on various issues such as 
trade, technology, and human rights. 
Despite these challenges, there were also 
positive developments in global cooper-
ation, including continued efforts to ad-

dress climate change, advancements in 
sustainable development, and increased 
cooperation on vaccine distribution and 
access.

The T20 serves as a vital platform for the 
exchange of ideas and expertise, bring-
ing together some of the brightest minds 
from academia, think-tanks, and civil so-
ciety to provide policy recommendations 
to the G20 leaders. Through its engage-
ment with the G20 and other internation-
al organizations, the T20 plays a critical 
role in shaping the global discourse and 
driving progress on key issues. During 
the G20 Indonesia presidency, the T20 
has made significant contributions to our 
efforts to promote inclusive and sustain-
able growth, to drive digital transforma-
tion, and to tackle the pressing challenges 
of our time. Its work has helped inform 
our policy decisions and guide our ap-
proach, and I am proud to say that its rec-
ommendations have been reflected in the 
outcomes of the G20 leaders’ summits. In 
conclusion, I cannot overstate the impor-
tance of the T20 in the G20 process. Its 
contributions are essential to the ongoing 
work of the G20, and I am confident that 
it will continue to play a vital role in shap-
ing the future of our global economy.

I welcome “Stories of Collaboration: Les-
sons Learned from Think-20” as an im-
portant contribution from T20 for India’s 
G20 and T20 presidency. I hope that the 
document can show that the G20 is a 
continuous process, and the work of one 
presidency builds upon the work of previ-
ous presidencies. By learning from the ex-
periences and challenges faced by Indo-
nesia’s presidency, India’s presidency can 
continue the progress made and avoid 
repeating the same challenges. More im-
portantly, the lessons learned from the 
previous presidency can inform the pri-
orities and approaches of the next pres-
idency, leading to more effective policy 
outcomes. Finally, the document can also 
enhance accountability and transparency 
in the T20 process. By learning from the 
experiences of the previous T20, the next 
T20 can hold itself accountable for deliv-
ering on its commitments and achieving 
its goals.

As we hand over the mantle of leadership 
to India’s presidency, I am filled with op-
timism for the future. The challenges we 
face are many, from the ongoing impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, to the need 
for inclusive and sustainable econom-
ic growth, to the urgent need to tackle 
the pressing issues of our time. But I am 
confident that, working together, we can 
overcome these challenges and build a 
brighter future for all. The G20 is uniquely 
positioned to bring countries and leaders 
together, to collaborate and find solutions 
to the pressing issues of our time. And I 
am certain that the next presidency will 

FOREWORD
continue this important work, building 
on the progress we have made and taking 
us even further towards a more equitable 
and prosperous world. Let us look ahead 
with hope and determination, and work 
together to make the most of this incredi-
ble opportunity in leading and making an 
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he hosting of a 
world event such 
as the G20 has of-
fered Indonesia a 
rare opportunity 
to showcase the 
most recent ac-
complishments 

of the host on the one hand and an added 
momentum for catching up with the rest 
of the world on the other. Ministers at 
the Finance and Sherpa Tracks, Working 
Groups including Engagement Groups, 
have reached out to diverse policy-mak-
ing communities or even segments of the 
population. The evolution of the G20 un-
der Indonesia’s presidency was probably 
the most riveting.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on 24 Feb-
ruary 2022 struck the world thunderous-
ly. Doubt was immediately cast on G20 
Summit attendance. The Atlantic Alliance 
hastened to forge its unity anew which, 
unfortunately, by default exacerbates con-
flicts with at least two key members of the 
G20. The war and the accompanying eco-
nomic sanctions against Russia and retal-
iatory sanctions against the West afflict 
the world economy with an added blow 

G20 Relevancy in the 
Turbulent Global Economy

T
Brown argued lively for a “New Bretton 
Woods” system but thirteen years later we 
are as remote from it as we were in the 
early days of G20.

Measures are taken to end the uncon-
ventional macroeconomic policy that 
governments and central bankers took 
to mitigate the recessionary impacts of 
the financial crisis of 2008 which in fact 
was the event that led to the birth of G20, 
and to exit the huge stimulus during the 
COVID-19 pandemic put G20 2022 un-
der severe constraints. G20 Indonesia’s 
umbrella theme of “Recovering Together 
Recover Stronger” calls for expansionary 
fiscal and monetary policies in the short 
run to stimulate demand and an open 
trade and investment policy environment 
to stimulate innovation-driven supply 
expansion and diversification. However, 
government-to-GDP ratios have risen at 
double digit or close to that just between 
2019 and 2020, leaving very little space 
for active fiscal policy. Risen inflation rate 
has forced the US Federal Reserve to raise 
interest rate and the rest of the world is 
forced to follow suit. Currencies around 
the globe lost against the USD. Debt ser-
vice payments rise for many governments 
and corporate borrowers. According to 
the IMF (2023), world economic growth 
is projected to fall from 3.4 percent last 
year to 2.9 percent this year and slightly 
rise to 3.1 percent in 2024.

The policy environment is also unfavor-
able to trade growth despite the fruitful 
conclusion of the 12th WTO Ministerial 
Conference in June 2022. Sanctions and 

Prof. Djisman Simandjuntak
Lead Co-Chair T20 Indonesia

Figure 1. Russia-Ukraine war has led to energy crisis
Source:  International Energy Agency (2022)  
https://www.iea.org/reports/world-energy-outlook-2022

costs incurred during the COVID-19 
years in the form of lost lives and forced 
inactivity and the probabilistic nature 
of a pandemic investing in a pandemic 
preparedness is a challenge that G20 has 
to find an answer to. Governments will 
also have to find ways of recovering from 
some of the COVID-19 scars. Huge learn-
ing was lost during the three COVID-19 
years. Children of school age suffered in 
particular being denied days, months and 
years of learning cooperatively.

Last but not least inequality is a required 
part of international policy agenda such 
as the G20. With the inclusion of some 
emerging economies such as the BRICS 
and Indonesia in the G20 it is considered 
more fitting than G7 to carry the issues 
of inequality in the agenda. With India, 
Brazil and South Africa succeeding Indo-
nesia the G20 will have plenty of oppor-
tunities to address inequality and other 
developmental issues in a meaningful 
way. Undoubtedly, inequality is a deeply 
structural issue. It is rooted deeply in un-
equal access to new technologies which 
usually carries a market power.  Unless 
the capacity to innovate new technologies 
and to get them diffused widely is spread 
more evenly between countries little will 
change in the depth of global inequality.

Given the G20 is currently the only lead-
er-level governance mechanism which 
cares to meet despite imperfections. 
Keeping the G20 together and windows 
for global cooperation open is a para-
mount importance for all stakeholders.

retaliatory sanctions harm trade. US-Chi-
na trade has been repeatedly burdened 
with tariff increases. Mobility restrictions 
during the COVID-19 years hampered 
trade severely. The world may have not 
turned inward-looking as proponents of 
“de-globalization” suggest but some forc-
es are at work to favor near-shoring or 
on-shoring as a consequence of a trade 
environment which is increasingly diffi-
cult to traverse. The macroeconomic pol-
icy landscape is, in other words, anything 
but promising for a stronger 
recovery.

Dealing with climate change is another 
must for any meaningful international fo-
rums. It applies to G20 2022. While gov-
ernment and corporate leaders have rec-
ognized the necessity of a greener life as 
a producer, trader, investor, or consumer, 
uncoupling from fossil-driven economies 
is an arduous challenge. Renewable ener-
gy made up an estimated 29 percent of to-
tal electricity generated in 2020 of which 
the largest share is hydro. In other words, 
dependence on non-renewable energy is 
bound to last long into the future. Mea-
sures need to be taken to reduce carbon 
intensity of fossil-based economies both 
in terms of technological innovation and 
economic instruments to force parsimo-
nious energy consumption.

To the list of difficult issues that the 
G20 2022 will also have to deal with is 
COVID-19 pandemic. In the first place 
COVID-19 is not over yet. The number of 
new infections is still high in a few coun-
tries in East Asia. Given the very high 

Source: IMF (2023)
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2023/01/31/world-economic-outlook-update-january-2023

to a disrupted global supply chain. Ener-
gy and food prices soared at a time when 
the world was forewarned of a returning 
cycle of inflation. Oil price rose by 66 per-
cent in 2021 and 41 percent in 2022 and is 
expected to fall only slightly in 2023. The 
G20 preparation was overshadowed by 
the war throughout the year. 

Prior to the Russia-Ukraine war, the 
world was already afflicted with a heap of 
fractious issues. The reform of the inter-
national financial architecture was stalled 
because of the US-China rivalry and dis-
agreement between the “free marketers” 
and the “interventionists” of the West. 
President George W. Bush and President 
Barack Obama as well as PM Gordon 
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Collaboration in Action: 

Key Takeaways from 
T20 Indonesia

Prof. Bambang Brodjonegoro
Lead Co-Chair T20 Indonesia

ndonesia successfully conclud-
ed the G20 presidency last year, 
which focused on three priority 
issues; global health architec-
ture, digital transformation and 
sustainable energy transition. 
Through these priority issues, 
Indonesia will continue to take 

the lead on ensuring equitable access to 
COVID-19 vaccines, promoting sustain-
able and inclusive economic development 
through MSMEs participation and digi-
tal economy, while also maintaining the 
aspiration to continue to improve our 
collective capacity in securing the shared 
prosperity among nations, through var-
ious reform efforts in global taxation, 
stronger cooperation in fighting corrup-
tion, deepening of infrastructure financ-
ing, and pushing for a more democratic, 
and representative international cooper-
ation.

The T20 Indonesia is formed as the offi-
cial engagement group of G20 that brings 
together leading think tanks and research 
centers worldwide. It serves as the ‘ideas 
bank’ of the G20 and aims to provide re-
search-based policy recommendations 
to the G20 leaders. At the current affairs 
where we witnessed uneven economic re-
covery, the rise in inequality, and global 
frictions that call for global coordinated 
actions, the 2022 T20 has become ever 
more important. In addition, we have also 
organized T20 Summit and successfully 
produced a communique and submitted 
recommendations to G20 for their con-
siderations and policy affirmations.

In the T20 Communique, T20 Indonesia 
pushes for five main policy recommenda-
tions: 1) fostering recovery and resilience, 
2) accelerating the  progress towards Net 
Zero Emissions (NZE), 3) governing 
transformation to the digital society, 4) 
making the economy more inclusive and 
people-centered, and 5) reviving global 
governance. T20 Indonesia has gathered 

I

The COVID-19 has disrupted the global 
chain like never before. Hence, we em-
phasize to strengthen global and regional 
supply chains through put more focus on 
the deep trade agreement. The shortage 
of various commodities in the domestic 
market due to rapid price increases has 
been responded to by trade protection-
ism in several countries in the form of 
export bans. Unnecessary trade barriers 
also manifest in the form of dumping and 
illegal subsidies to improve domestic in-
dustry competitiveness, which disincen-
tivise businesses to enhance their own 
productivity. This will hurt the gain that 
comes from trade agreements and glo-
balisation, and it needs to be addressed 
by enhancing the degree of transparency 
through healthier global trade coordi-
nation and cooperation. The G20 could 
call for more transparency in global trade 
practices, especially on coordination and 
cooperation.

The coordination and cooperation is also 
needed in providing access of vaccine dis-
tribution through development of mul-
tiple vaccine production hubs as well as 
enlarging common pool of funds for the 
global health. The vaccine production 
hubs is necessary to ensure more equi-

table vaccine access and more resilient 
global health preparedness. This requires 
G20-level coordination to set up regional 
vaccine production hubs and alignment 
on the patent rights for common goods. 
Moreover, to set up such system, it re-
quiries massive financing. This could be 
enhanced through blended financing in-
struments, including a more active partic-
ipation from philanthropic institutions. 
The G20 could take the leadership role in 
coordinating the setup and continuity of 
funding for the global health system. In 
detail, MDBs could serve as financing or-
ganisers while the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) could play a major role in 
the programming and implementation 
aspects.

Regarding the issue of Net Zero Em-
misions (NZE), we are highlighting the 
importance to address the financial and 
non financial barriers to scale up efforts 
towards NZE, ensuring sustainable, af-
fordable and reliable energy transition. 
The examples of the efforts to scale up 
NZE are designing international standard 
qualifications for environmental, social, 
and corporate governance (ESG) invest-
ments. The G20 could lead multilateral 
institutions to coordinate and cooperate 

better in setting a common taxonomy that 
includes standard qualification of ESG 
investments to scale up the channelling 
of funds to finance the green transition. 
Besides, the G20 members could initiate 
the tax incentives initiated beyond na-
tional levels could attract cross-border in-
vestment and lending by global financial 
institutions at a more affordable borrow-
ing rate, in order to eliminate (or mini-
mising) tax-related barriers to ESG proj-
ects to spur investment and cross-border 
lending by global financial institutions at 
affordable borrowing rates, especially for 
low- and middle-income countries.
In order to have a smooth and just en-
ergy transition, we have to also take into 
account several things. First, we need to 
mainstream debt-swap as a solution for 
a green and inclusive recovery. Pursuing 
the agenda of a green and inclusive recov-
ery might worsen the fiscal posture of low 
and middle income countries, especially 
those with a high risk of debt distress. 
Setting up a debt-swap framework with 
the main goal of enhancing a green and 
inclusive recovery in the short-run and 
a development agenda in the long-run 
could be facilitated by common coordi-
nation at the G20 level. Second, redirect-
ing subsidies from fossil-based energy to 

more than 700 policy brief abstracts and 
produced 130 policy briefs, written by 
more than 200 authors from think tank 
network across the globe. To ensure a 
rigorous output, T20 Indonesia has also 
organized three main side events, namely 
Global Solutions Summit, Global Policy 
Forum, and Global Dialogue. In addition, 
T20 Indonesia task forces also held more 
than 200 side events from nine task forces. 
We will highlight some recommendations 
that highly relevant to the priority issues 
within the G20 presidency of Indonesia.
In the issue of fostering recovery and 
resilience, we are focusing on resolving 
the issues of public debt, improving wel-
fare and managing the risk of stagflation, 
strengthening global and regional supply 
chain, developing vaccine production 
hubs and creating a sustainable and re-
silient agriculture food system. The im-
pact of the COVID-19 pandemic has left 
many developing countries with tighter 
fiscal space. A strengthening of the avail-
able global sovereign debt-restructuring 
facilities is therefore urgently warranted 
to safeguard those economies from the 

outbreak of a crippling public debt cri-
sis. With the rising prices in energy and 
agricultural products, in which increases 
the inflation, it is imperative to ensure 
vulnerable groups and the poor still have 
adequate purchasing power to afford ba-
sic needs. Increasing subsidies and social 
protection programmes requires addi-
tional fiscal space that needs internation-
al assistance for countries with limited 
fiscal space and on the brink of debt dis-
tress. Expanding credit line facilities and 
assistance from multilateral development 
banks (MDBs) could help in addressing 
this issue. Furthermore, The rising global 
inflation caused by the rapid increase in 
agricultural and energy prices is putting 
the recovery process from COVID-19 
under serious pressure. To curb the sup-
ply-shock driven inflation, countries 
around the world have resorted to tighter 
monetary policies. A more suitable poli-
cy option and one less costly in the frag-
ile economic conditions would be global 
coordination to address the supply con-
straints.

 T20 Indonesia Summit 2022
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clean and renewable energy. G20 mem-
bers could contribute to ensuring univer-
sal coverage of all types of employment 
as well as ensuring adequate benefits 
and services which respond to people’s 
needs. This could be achieved by shifting 
away from fossil-based energy subsidies 
to clean and renewable energy to ensure 
the affordability of the green-transition 
economy. Third, Addressing climate fi-
nance contributions (e.g., $100 billion 
goal) to build the credibility of national 
development banks (NDBs) and nation-
al climate funds (NCFs).  Multinational 
dedicated funds for climate purposes are 
often out-of-sync with national funds due 
to institutional and technical aspects. This 
requires effort beyond the national level. 
One proposal is for G20 donor countries 
to redirect their climate finance contri-
butions to build the credibility of NDBs 
and NCFs by providing them with robust 
technical assistance packages and capaci-
ty-building programmes.

One aspect that we have to remember 
is the governing transformation to the 
digital society. As governments are ad-
justing their strategies in response to the 
pandemic, it is important to note that an 
increased reliance on digital technologies 
could risk the opening of new digital di-
vides and/or widening those that have 
proved persistent over the years. Coun-
tries should also work towards a less re-
strictive and less abusive exercise of in-
ternational property rights since their use 
to justify and perpetuate market power 
for new technologies has the tendency 
to worsen inequality. In addition, there is 
also a lack of cooperation between devel-
oped and developing countries in terms 
of science and technology. G20 leaders 
can overcome such market failures and 
find ways of engaging scientists/research-
ers from both developed and developing 
countries to promote inclusion in techno-
logical development. On the issue of dig-
ital access, accessible, fast, and affordable 
connectivity creates more opportunities 
and benefits at an increasing rate from the 
digital universe. 

he G20 Summit 
held in Bali last 
year sent a pow-
erful message to 
people around 
the world: despite 
ongoing conflicts 
and geopoliti-

cal tensions, global cooperation remains 
vital. Indonesia, as host of the summit, 
played a crucial role in facilitating di-
alogue between nations of the Global 
South and North. The Summit’s theme, 
“Recover Together, Recover Stronger,” 
emphasized the importance of inclusivity 
and collaboration in achieving a robust 
global economic recovery. Furthermore, 
Indonesia’s presidency has opened the 
door for future presidencies from nations 
of the Global South. The world now is 
looking to India, Brazil, and South Africa 
to voice concerns and solutions on behalf 
of the Global South. The Think-20 (T20), 
which serves as the “ideas bank” of the 
G20, provides research-based policy rec-
ommendations to the G20 leaders. As the 
world experiences an uneven economic 
recovery, rising inequality, and global 
frictions that call for coordinated actions, 
the T20 is becoming ever more import-
ant.

The COVID-19 pandemic and ongoing 
conflict in Ukraine have dealt a signifi-
cant setback to the global development 
agenda, underscoring the urgent need 
for transformative action in order to 
achieve the UN’s Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) on time by 2030. The 
Global South, which accounts for 85% 
of the world’s population, bears a dis-
proportionate burden of these setbacks. 
However, the voices of the Global South 
are too often excluded from global dis-
cussions on remaking the progress lost. 
This must change. The Global South must 
take a leading role in shaping global di-
alogues and making them more inclu-
sive — bringing into the discussion the 

Harnessing Global South Leadership 
to Achieve a More Impactful and 
Inclusive Global Economic System

T

private sector, academics, social impact 
organizations, and civil society, and, most 
importantly, members of affected com-
munities. The Global South should seize 
this opportunity to lead a green, resilient, 
and inclusive recovery.

A report published by The Rockefeller 
Foundation in partnership with Bos-
ton Consulting Group revealed what the 
world needs to address its biggest chal-
lenge: climate change. To reach net zero 
emissions, global public and private sec-
tor organizations will need to see yearly 
investment flows of approximately $3.8 
trillion by 2025. However, data suggests 
that currently deployed capital only ac-
counts for around 16% of the total climate 
finance needs. While the shortfall in cli-
mate finance is widely acknowledged, the 
specific gaps that catalytic investors can 
target are less conspicuous. Just as nega-
tive climate impacts disproportionately 
affect people in emerging markets and 
developing economies, funding gaps in 
these regions are also more pronounced, 
due to higher project and sovereign risks. 
Adaptation and resilience are particularly 

Deepali Khanna
Vice President, Asia Regional Office, 
The Rockefeller Foundation 

underinvested, receiving only about one-
tenth of the annual financing required.

This financing gap is a significant obstacle 
for the Global South in addressing climate 
change and restarting progress toward the 
SDGs, as net financial resources still pri-
marily flow from developing to developed 
economies. In recent years, innovations 
such as blended finance and impact in-
vestment have grown significantly. These 
catalytic finance mechanisms can play a 
key role in creating a more equitable glob-
al economy. Following the COVID-19 
pandemic, global leaders must utilize cat-
alytic capital to construct a new growth 
model that includes the Global South. 
This would mark a significant shift in the 
Global South’s ability to shape its own de-
velopment and expansion.
In order to properly shift focus to the 
Global South, structural obstacles must 
be overcome. The Global South is mar-
ginalized within the world’s multilateral 
institutions, financial flows, and commer-
cial connections.

G20 members should ensure that more 
resources flow to digital infrastructure 
development and project collaboration in 
partnership with the private sector. Prior-
ities should include acceleration of broad-
band internet user penetration, especially 
in low-income countries, and improve-
ments in cyber security. Therefore, gov-
erning the transformation to a digital so-
ciety needs to take into account the need 
to close the digital divide, especially for 
vulnerable groups and small and medi-
um sized enterprises; harmonising global 
common principles and data and artificial 
intelligence (AI) governance; and ensur-
ing these are in line with broader sus-
tainable development goals. In addition, 
this is also an opportunity to further 1) 
strengthen the social protection system 
against future shocks by leveraging the 
digital system to deliver social assistance 
and financial inclusion and 2) achieve 
resilient education systems by enabling 
accelerated and inclusive learning and in-
vesting in digital skills.

The T20 Communique Handover to the Government of Indonesia
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Figure 2. The State of Climate Financing

Source:  
What Gets Measured Gets Financed: Climate Finance Funding Flows (2022): https://www.rockefellerfoundation.
org/report/what-gets-measured-gets-financed-climate-finance-funding-flows-and-opportunities/

One way to achieve greater inclusion for 
the Global South is through the expan-
sion of country membership in the G20 
through a new G20+ model, with all new 
members coming from the Global South. 
This can be achieved by aligning new 
members with regional blocs in Africa, 
Southeast Asia, Asia Pacific, Central and 
South America, and the Middle East and 
North Africa. The G20 membership has 
not changed since its inception in 2008 
and, given the changes in the global econ-
omy over the previous two decades, there 
is a need to include new perspectives and 
account for regions’ population growth. 
Such an evolution will better reflect to-
day’s world, for example, ensuring, after 
15 years, Africa has more than one seat 
at the table.
Additionally, there is a need to revitalize 
the Bretton Woods institutions to ensure 
they can help developing countries meet 
the realities of the 21st century. From im-
proving access to emergency liquidity to 
increasing the use of disaster clauses in 
finance agreements, reforms like those in 
what is known as the Bridgetown Initia-

tive can mobilize more, and better-qual-
ity, development and climate finance, as 
well as create more fiscal space for devel-
oping countries, many of which are fac-
ing simultaneous food, fuel, and financial 
crises.

India’s leadership of the G20 this year 
offers a prime opportunity to advance 
these initiatives and other multisectoral, 
multistakeholder efforts for sustainable 
development to achieve measurable re-
sults. India, like other growing economies 
in the Global South, has enormous unre-
alized potential to address Asia’s, and the 
world’s, most pressing issues. For India 
to be heard and seen as the “Voice of the 
Global South,” it should reflect the aspi-
rations of the other developing nations, 
highlight South-South understanding of 
global issues, and amplify nuances.

The T20 platform can help, serving as an 
important forum for presenting innova-
tive ideas and openly discussing pressing 
global issues in a collaborative manner 
that leads to concrete action. By joining 

forces with its counterpart, the Think-7 
(T7), the T20 and T7 can pool resources 
and expertise to provide more compre-
hensive and effective policy recommen-
dations. Collaboration between the T20 
and T7 can help ensure that the perspec-
tives and voices of think tanks and re-
search institutions from both developed 
and developing countries are represented, 
making policies more inclusive and re-
flective of the needs and concerns of all 
countries. As economies become increas-
ingly interdependent and interconnected, 
it is increasingly important for countries 
to work together to solve global issues 
such as climate change, poverty, and in-
equality.

At a time when the world is confronted 
with so many challenging crises and the 
ongoing threat of climate change, the 
only way forward is through collabora-
tion, knowledge exchange, and action. 
The Global South must now take the lead 
in creating more impactful policies to ad-
dress global problems.

T20 LESSON LEARNED 
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s an idea bank for the G20, T20 serves 
as an evidence-based policy repository 
that addresses both short- and long-
term challenges. In this T20-case, there 
is a trade-off between focusing on the 
G20 priorities and addressing more 
long-term and structural issues due to 
the limited capacity of the T20. Despite 

their importance in addressing global problems, some struc-
tural issues may not always be compatible with G20 priorities. 
Therefore, T20 chairs and members should have a mechanism 
for maintaining a balance between G20 priority issues and struc-
tural issues. 

Moreover, new priority issues might arise in the middle of the 
T20 and G20 processes. The T20 and relevant TFs should be 
ready to respond to the recent development of the ongoing is-
sues for example by adding more policy briefs, side events or 
other deliverables. In other words, the T20 process can be more 
flexible with the priority issues and deliverables. Lastly, in the 

case of geopolitical dynamics, there might be some different 
voices, both from the internal and external T20 communities. 
Therefore, it is important for the T20 to remain neutral, open, 
and responsive to engage with the development of the issues in a 
constructive manner.

Maintaining relevancy and flexibility in selecting T20 priority 
issues and task forces
There are several points that need to be taken into account in 
developing policy areas in T20 and T20 TF levels. First, T20 pri-
ority issues should be in-line with G20 priority issues. Last year, 
the T20 Indonesia process maintained the three priority issues 
of the G20 Indonesia i.e. global health architecture, digital trans-
formation, and energy transition, as the cross-cutting issues in 
the T20 process. To keep the T20 policy recommendations rele-
vant, the T20 TFs should take into account the priorities of the 
G20-related working groups. The table below illustrates the link 
between the G20 and T20 regarding the digital economy and its 
related issues.

More inclusice T20 process and active 
participation from think-tanks/ 

research institute
Well- targeted & well timed T20 
priority issues and deliverables

Strenghening t20-g20 engagement
Revamping t20 communication 

strategy and media

Aiming for greater T20 impact and influence 
in global agenda setting

T20 Indonesia wrapped up the T20 process last year, with the hope that the next T20 India will be better. Therefore, the 
idea came to publish this book as a way to share some thoughts and make a real contribution to the T20 process. There 

are five main takeaways from last year that are useful for T20 India.

A.  Well-targeted and well-timed T20 
priority issues and deliverables

A

G20 
Digital Economy Working Group

T20 TF 2: 
Meaningful Digital Connectivity, Cyber Security, Empowerment

1. Post COVID-19 Recovery and 
Connectivity

2. Digital Skills and Digital Literacy; 
and

3. Cross-Border Data Flow and 
Data Free Flow with Trust.

1. Accessible and affordable universal internet access to rebuild 
and recover in the pandemic

2. Smartization and meaningful digitalization for Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG)

3. Data governance e.g., data protection and cross border data 
flow

4. Digital government, smart cities, and smart villages
5. AI governance & ethics
6. Digital literacy and skills for closing digital gender gap
7. SMEs, startup, digital payment and technological adoption
8. Cybersecurity risks, threats, and data privacy
9. Impact and potential of digital development collaboration.
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Furthermore, in choosing the policy areas, T20 TFs also con-
sidered more structural issues and the T20 legacy agenda. For 
the case of the digital economy, Artificial Intelligence (AI) gov-
ernance and ethics were selected as a policy area in the TF 2 be-
cause the TF recognized this issue as relevant for the long term 
and also because it can be built from the previous T20 policy 
briefs, although it is not specifically considered a priority issue 
in the G20. The structural or long-term policy areas make a good 
complement to the G20 priority issues, in addition to maintain-
ing the continuation of the T20 agenda over the year.

Last year, T20 Indonesia also placed a greater emphasis on food 
and agriculture issues, making the priority issue one of the T20’s 
important features. One of the reasons is that most countries in 
the Global South continue to struggle with low agricultural pro-
ductivity and relatively high food insecurity. At the same time, 
most countries apply relatively high trade barriers for food prod-
ucts, both in terms of tariffs and non-tariff barriers. Therefore, 
the food security and agriculture sector issues have a high im-
portance especially for the Global South countries. 

It turned out that the food security issue emerged as the devas-
tating impact of the Russia-Ukraine war which needed to be ad-
dressed in the T20 process more thoroughly. The rising logistical 
costs and supply shock, which had not yet fully recovered due to 
the pandemic, took another hit. It caused food and commodity 
prices to skyrocket and threatened the world with a peak infla-
tion rate, especially among the least developed countries.
 
As an illustration, in the case of TF 7, there is a change in em-
phasis for the policy areas. This is because the Indonesian G20 
presidency changed the discussion on the area of international 

finance from the pandemic’s exit strategy policies to minimiz-
ing the impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on the macroeconomy. 
Thus, it is important for the T20 and T20 TFs policy areas to be 
more flexible and act as a living list to include some new issues 
while maintaining the big picture held by the initial list of policy 
areas.
Lastly, the T20 TFs policy areas must be thoroughly developed 
and approved by the T20 chairs.  However, if policy domains 
overlap, then the priority list can be classified into main and sup-
porting areas of policy. This will greatly assist in the screening 
and selection of Task Force co-chair candidates, the organization 
of Task Force events, and the formulation of policy recommen-
dations. From last year’s experience, there is room for improve-
ment in terms of specificity of policy areas in each task force to 
ensure a better classification of issues that are to be addressed by 
T20 stakeholders. A well-developed and comprehensive T20 TF 
policy areas will also be useful for constructing a preliminary 
framework for the T20 Communique.

Improving the quality and timeliness of T20 Deliverables
Indonesia’s T20 Presidency has produced three main delivera-
bles, namely policy briefs, T20 Communique, and T20 TF Notes. 
Each deliverables complement each other while serves its own 
purposes. The first to be developed is policy briefs. Several les-
sons could be learned to enhance the quality of timeliness of 
policy briefs. First, it is crucial to put more weight on fresh and 
relevant  idea. The main purpose of T20 deliverables is to provide 
country leaders with proposals that could help them in solving 
global issues. Thus, exploring new ideas and ways to solve cur-
rent issues have significant potential to move forward the prog-
ress in resolving those issues. In addition, it is also important to 
provide proposal and recommendations in a concise and action-

able manner. Thus, it would be beneficial to communicate policy 
recommendations in a policy-briefs style rather than lengthy ac-
ademic style proposal. Policy briefs should be easy-to-digest and 
leanly structured.

The next deliverable of T20 is T20 Communique. In essence, T20 
Communique is a synthesis of all policy brief proposals that has 
been developed through the T20 presidency. To enhance its im-
pact, T20 Communique could be improved further by strength-
ening the link of its respective proposals toward G20 priority is-
sues. This could be done by active engagement, monitoring, and 
participation in the development of G20 discussion of priority 
issues. Therefore, round of internal and external discussion with 
relevant partner and stakeholders should be maintained along 
the T20 Communique development process.

Lastly, T20 Indonesia has produced new features called T20 TF 
Notes. Considering limited space that could be taken up by each 
engagement groups in the G20 Communique, various important 
recommendations in T20 Communique might be left out. These 
recommendations could be accommodated in the TF Notes. 
To increase its relevance and impact, T20 TF Notes should be 
specifically tailored with the relevant working group of G20. In 
addition, it could be the case that some recommendations ad-
dresses cross-cutting issues. This should be taken into account 
in putting those recommendation in the most relevant TF to op-
timize its impact.

efore the T20, CSIS Indonesia, the host in-
stitution for the TF 1 “Open Trade, Sustain-
able Investment and Industry” already had a 
strong connection with the Ministry of Trade 
especially in helping them refine the issue 

note for the Trade, Investment and Industry Working Group 
(TIIWG). Therefore, the communication with the G20 was 
quite smooth, and the TF was familiar with the scope of the 
working group’s priority issues and each deliverable.

In all G20 TIIWG meetings, the TF was specifically invit-
ed to understand the dynamic of negotiation inside of the 
G20. This is very important for the T20 to put the political 
perspective in developing the policy recommendation. For 
example, before the first TIIWG meeting, we conducted an 
online pre-workshop on sustainable industry for all dele-
gates. This is because the issue was the first to be discussed 
in the first meeting, and some G20 members were raising 
some concerns in including this issue in the working group. 
The TF 1 submitted our findings from the pre-workshop to 
the G20 TIIWG as a discussion input.

For the second TIIWG meeting, we also released a summa-
ry from the T20 policy brief draft as a background note for 
the delegates. In the TII Ministerial Meeting, the TF 1 was 
invited to the meeting and also released the TF Notes which 

cover all the relevant policy recommendations linked to the 
working group priority issue. Other than the priority issues, 
the TF Notes emphasized global food security concerns es-
pecially for developing countries and a call for keeping the 
market open for food supplies and fertilizers.

Lastly, TF 1 conducted a key dissemination activity of the 
T20 Task Force 1 in the international forum, a 2022 World 
Trade Organization Public Forum session. Under the theme 
of “Greening Global Value Chains,” the TF 1 invited distin-
guished speakers, including the Vice Minister of Trade, Re-
public of Indonesia. Vice Minister Sambuaga emphasized the 
need for a collective and objective cooperation by agreeing 
on how a green environment will be defined as well as what 
the terms and conditions are in achieving these SDGs, whilst 
at the same time encouraging the participation of developing 
countries in such conversations. The TF 1 also successfully 
held roundtable discussions on some lessons learned from 
the TIIWG deliverables and its process.

The main takeaway is that T20 should be responsive to the 
G20 negotiation dynamic and come up with the relevant de-
liverables. Furthermore, the T20 Policy Briefs should should 
be complemented by other timely background notes and 
side events that are useful for the G20 process in order to 
increase the T20’s relevance to the G20 process. 

B

Story of Collaboration: 

TF 1 deliverables 
and engagement 
with the relevant 
G20 WG & EG

27

Lesson LearnedLesson Learned

26



B.  More inclusive T20 process and 
active participation from think-
tanks/research institute

T20 TF Host & Co-chairs deliberation
Several factors need to be considered in selecting T20 TF Host. 
First is the inclusivity aspect of participating institutions. Second, 
the relevance of the institution towards TF topic. Third, gover-
nance and operational standard to execute T20 TF tasks. Fourth, 
availability of resources and quality of T20 hosting. In T20 Indo-
nesian presidency, T20 has two host institutions and six TF host 
institutions. This has benefits in terms of inclusivity, stronger local 
think tank networks, and relevance of each TF with the host in-
stitutions. However, this creates an issue of differences in quality, 
resources availability, and bureaucratic process. In the next presi-
dency, this could be improved by setting common standard, gov-
ernance, operational plan and quality that has been agreed upon 
to host the T20 Indonesia. Shall there is any gap in resources, this 
should be resolved early in the process.

There are a couple of things that need to be taken into account 
in choosing TF co-chairs. First, inclusiveness means that both the 
Global North and Global South are well-represented in addition 
to gender equality. Because the TF policy recommendations are 
driven by the co-chairs, this is well-represented, critical in deter-
mining the proportion of the global south represented in the TF. 
In the T20 Indonesia presidency, TF co-chairs from African coun-
tries are still underrepresented.

Next is expertise and experience in the relevant policy areas and 
G20/T20 process. It is favorable for the TF to assign specific policy 
areas to each TF co-chair to cover a wide-range of issues in the 
TF. However, it should also be noted that sometimes it is difficult 
to find experts that are knowledgeable and also familiar with the 
G20/T20 process. TFs often rely on experts from the past relevant 
T20 TFs but it is also important to invite the G20 troika coun-
tries’. Lastly, the final equation in choosing the TF co-chairs is the 
number of co-chairs. Last year, the number of TF co-chairs ranged 
from five to ten. Selecting more TF co-chairs might be beneficial 
but the co-chairs should be committed to contributing voluntarily 
to the T20 activity; otherwise it will add more cost than benefit 
to the TF. In other words, the quality of the contribution is more 
important.
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Number of Authors by Gender
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Number of 
Authors by type 
of institutions

Decentralized organization in TF level
Co-chairs of task force are very busy individuals, and it is quite 
helpful to select task force coordinator that has adequate level 
of understanding of the task force’s topics, since the coordinator 
could play the necessary role of translating the high-level per-
spective of lead co-chair into day-to-day decision-making pro-
cess, such as potential co-chairs listing, side event theme formu-
lation, speaker selection, and policy recommendations drafting. 
Also, Some task force activities require support from the host 
institution. In particular, in organizing its side events, the task 
force needs to recruit speakers, prepare the technical organiza-
tion of the event, and disseminate the event widely to attract a 
large number of participants. The support from the host institu-
tion is crucial to accomplish these tasks.

Ideally, task force should have dedicated coordinator for each 
task. They should cover at least three main aspects: handling 
content and policy development, event organization, and gen-
eral external task-force affairs. Clear expectations on what to be 
achieved and be prioritized by task forces from the beginning of 
the T20 process will help the task forces to better plan and imple-
ment the process and activities for stronger impacts.

On the task of handling content and policy development, man-
dated coordinator should be an individual with working knowl-
edge and understanding of the ongoing issues on the task force 
topics. This could be handled by researcher or practitioner from 
task force institution with specific expertise on the topic. For the 
task of event organization, this should be handled by an individ-
ual with experience in organizing public seminar, discussion, or 
similar events. The main skill set required is revolving around 

event organization and might not be possessed by a researcher. 
Thus, it needs different coordinator for these tasks. In addition, it 
would be beneficial and more efficient to have another individual 
playing a role as coordinator in charge of external affairs. This in-
clude intra task force communication and coordinations, as well 
as liaison of relevant working groups and engagement groups on 
behalf of its task force. From the TF 7, one of the breakthrough 
is to have thematic coordinators (experts from the host country) 
for each policy areas to bridge T20 with G20 and other engage-
ment groups.

Building more collaborations with the T20 experts and net-
works including T7
The TF should utilize more the existing network of experts that 
are already familiar with the T20 activities (e.g. G20 TIRN). Such 
collaboration, for example workshop series, could help the TF on 
addressing some legacy issues and not reinventing the wheel in 
addition to hold continuity of some important agendas. This is 
crucial to synchronize the agenda of T20 in general and its rel-
evant task force with the agenda development held by working 
groups and engagement groups while maintaining its indepen-
dency in terms of recommendations formulation. Harmonizing 
the agenda of T20 with the discussion on the relevant working 
group and engagement group front will push forward coheren-
cy among all organs of G20 presidency. On a more global level, 
coordination and collaborations with T7 and other think tank 
networks will also serve as a hub towards open discussion and 
ideas exchange activities that shall enrich the quality and depth 
of recommendations formulated by the T20 and its respective 
task forces.
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More diverse and inclusive process in the call for PB abstract
As the T20 Indonesia has received a substantial number of 
abstracts (amounted to more than 750 abstracts), some of the 
proposals were rejected because of the lack of understanding 
regarding the T20 policy briefs’ objective. Therefore, it is use-
ful for the T20 secretariat or TF to hold a session on what the 
T20 look for in the abstract and its policy areas. It is noticeable 
that researchers from developed countries are more well-aware 
about this based on their experiences.

On the inclusiveness point, there is an improvement in terms 
of developing countries and female representations for PB au-
thors this year. The policy briefs developed during T20 Indo-
nesia has been contributed by 679 authors from 61 countries. 
In addition, around 56% of all authors are from developing 
countries. However, there is still unequal balance in the fac-
tor of gender. Of all authors, female only contributed to 38% 
of total authors. This factor should be improved in the next 
presidency. Another improvement during T20 Indonesia pres-
idency is that the affiliations of authors is relatively equally 
distributed among types of institutions, including university, 
think tank, NGO, multilateral institutions, and government 
agency,. The TF should manage to have the balance of PB au-
thors although it seems quite difficult in practice. In this case, 
TF might consider PB authorship invitation as an affirmative 
action to underrepresented groups.
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As promoters of multilateral cooperation, the G7-G20 
engagement is very important in aligning dialogue 
and policy action to advance sustainable development. 
The collaboration was carried out to the engagement 
group level, where T7 Germany collaborated with T20 
Indonesia. Task Force 9 and Task Force 3, T20 Indonesia, 
can share some stories of collaborations:

1. Global Solutions Summit is the world’s premier fo-
rum for transforming research-based insights into 
policy recommendations for the G7/G20. It covered 
the priorities of the G20 and G7 and aimed to be a 
steppingstone to the G/T20 and G/T7 Summits. In 
the summit, Task Force 9, T20 Indonesia, curated the 
session entitled “Blending Public and Private Funds 
to Close the SDGs Financing Gap”. This session dis-
cusses potential solutions to the financing gap amid 
the introduction of massive fiscal stimulus packages, 
backed by picking up external debt to help save lives 
and protect livelihoods, which limits countries’ abil-
ity to advance the SDGs progress. Task Force 9, T20 
Indonesia, collaborated with T7 in this session and 
invited John McArthur, Co-Chair of T7 Task Force 
- International Cooperation for the Global Common 
Good, as one of the speakers.

2. Global Solutions Journal includes current G20 and 
G7 discussions, as well as insights and proposals 
from around the world to address the world’s major 
problems. In the 2022 publication, Prof. Bambang 
Brodjonegoro (Co-Chair of T20 Indonesia and Task 
Force 9, T20 Indonesia) and Yose Rizal Damuri (Ex-
ecutive Co-Chair of T20 Indonesia) contributed to a 
policy brief entitled “Climate transition plans of de-
veloping countries: Feasibility and implementation 
capacity”. It illustrates the net zero plan as the goal 
of climate action and its asymmetrical impacts that 
may arise, especially in developing countries.

3. T7 Policy Brief: International Partnerships for Cir-
cular Economy, Energy Transition, and Investment. 
This policy brief calls on the 2022 G7 to develop and 
support international partnerships and consistent 
domestic implementation to safeguard the energy 
transition and circular economy advancements to-
wards net-zero emissions targets, while advancing 
towards a sustainable economic recovery and global 
energy access. Moekti Handajani Soejachmoen, lead 
co-chair of Task Force 3 T20 Indonesia, is one of the 
co-authors for this policy brief.

he ultimate goal of the T20 is to provide 
the G20 leaders with relevant, timely, 
and evidence-based policy recommen-
dations. This work should go on from 
the beginning (or even before) until 
the end of the presidency. Although 
most stakeholders might consider 
the G20 Summit the ultimate finish 

line, the T20 process should pay more attention to the working 
group’s priority issues’ development since most of the G20 work 
is done before the summit. The challenge is that the T20 policy 
briefs and communiqué are usually finalized at the end of the 
G20 presidency. As a result, there is a gap in T20 deliverables 
that can serve as a bridge between G20 working group meetings.

As one of the engagement groups in the G20 process, T20 rep-
resentatives are often invited to related G20 working groups or 
other G20 engagement groups’ meetings or side events. How-
ever, this opportunity to engage with the relevant G20 working 
groups or policymakers was quite limited due to the large pool 
of stakeholders. In this case, T20 side events can also play an 
important role in disseminating the ongoing policy recommen-
dation. In both ways, T20 should be well-equipped with recent 
findings and recommendations from the relevant TFs.

Strengthening the engagement with the G20 working groups 
(WGs) 
T20 secretariat and TFs should identify all related G20 WGs in 
both sherpa and finance track and map each G20 WGs’ priori-
ty issues to the T20 TFs. For example, for the energy transition 
issues, there are at least two related working groups i.e. Energy 
Transition Working Group (ETWG) led by the Ministry of En-
ergy and Mineral Resources and Sustainable Finance Working 
Group (SFWG) led by the Ministry of Finance and Bank of In-
donesia. From the T20 TFs, there are two TFs i.e. TF 3 & TF 7 
that are working on energy transition and its financing issues.

The initial mapping will help T20 track the development of each 
issue and also to identify relevant policy makers’ contacts. Paral-
lel with the T20 activities timeline, the TF should also take into 
account the related WGs’ timeline to have a potential collabo-
ration such as back-to-back meetings or side-events or policy 
notes/output submission. In general, the T20 output timeliness 
is crucial to maintain relevancies given that each working groups 
has different timeline thus all side-events and potential outputs 
should be well-planned in earliest time. 

It is also very important for the T20 and TFs to get involved in 
the relevant G20 WGs’ meetings and side-events. T20 and TFs 
should ask to be invited to all related WG meetings, since it’s im-
portant to understand how the discussions work from the inside. 
If it is not possible, TFs might also request a chair summary.

C.  Strengthening T20-G20 
engagement

T

Story of Collaboration:

Task Force 9 & T7 Engagement
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First g20 TIIWG Meeting
March 2022

First g20 Sherpa Meeting
December 2021

T20 Policy Brief (Draft)
April 2022

T20 Policy Brief (Final)
August 2022

T20 Communique
September 2022

Second g20 Sherpa Meeting
July 2022

Third g20 Sherpa Meeting
October 2022

g20 Summit
November 2022

Second g20 TIIWG Meeting
July 2022

Third g20 TIIWG Meeting
September 2022

g20 TII Ministerial Meeting
September 2022

The figure below illustrates the timeline of the G20 Trade, Invest-
ment and Industry Working Group in addition to G20 Sherpa 
meetings. There are opportunities for T20 and relevant TFs to 
improve their role in supporting the related meetings and out-
puts. From the T20 timeline, the draft of the T20 policy briefs 
was only available around April at the earliest. Therefore, the T20 
secretariat should be more proactive in engaging with the rele-
vant G20 WGs before, for example by making a policy note or 
short commentaries regarding the WGs’ Issue Note as an input 
to the Working Group to support them in the early stages. In 
the middle of WGs’ deliverables preparation, T20 and relevant 
TF can also collaborate with the WG in order to have discussion 

and input from other stakeholders in a form of side events such 
as round table discussion. TFs also should take into account the 
G20 ministerial-level statements as these are the building blocks 
of the G20 Leaders’ Statement.

Furthermore, another important period is between the draft of 
the available T20 Communique and the G20 Summit. Therefore, 
T20 should actively disseminate and intensify communication 
with the G20. During this time, a dedicated side event invit-
ing G20 officials to discuss the recent developments of the G20 
Leaders Summit and its deliverables can be organized. Problem Identification

Inclusiveness is an essential ingredient for society’s welfare. Equality of opportunity 
in terms of access to markets, resources, and unbiased regulatory environment are 
key for inclusiveness. For growth to be inclusive, productivity must be improved 
and new employment opportunities created. Infrastructure investment is critical for 
an equitable welfare of societies. The Infrastructure Investment and Financing Task 
Force of T20 Indonesia conveys the following theme:
“Stronger Economic Recovery through Inclusive, Resilient, and Greener Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Financing”
The theme takes into account the following considerations:
1. The Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in negative impacts on societies’ various 

aspects of life and intensified the need for the provision and enhancement of 
certain public infrastructure.

2. Inclusivity in infrastructure is vital in reducing inequalities and disparities, and 
in sustaining economic development and social equity. Thus, infrastructure 
projects should be associated with improvement in social, economic, and de-
mographic inclusivity.

3. Green infrastructure will provide multiple benefits, including economic, social, 
and environmental benefits. For private sectors to utilize and provide green in-
frastructure, the economic or fiscal incentives will matter.

4. The government alone is often unable to provide the funding for resilient infra-
structure, hence the involvement of private sectors in public-private partnership 
is vital. Appropriate incentives are important in closing the funding gap.

Host of Task Force 8 (TF8)—the Infrastructure 
Investment and Financing Task Force of Think20 
(T20)—An Engagement Group of G20

Innovation
In line with the theme, to provide alternative policies in var-
ious level of economies, TF8 selects eight policy or priority 
areas as the followings:
1. Establishing equitable risk allocation in infrastructure 

(PA1)
2. Improving governance in major infrastructure projects 

(PA2)
3. Enhancing safeguard policy for infrastructure devel-

opment (climate, biodiversity, gender, minorities, dis-
placed community, knowledge management, access to 
technology) (PA3)

4. Developing national strategy and the role of sovereign 
wealth fund and international investment to support in-
frastructure projects (PA4)

5. Promoting innovation and digital transformation in the 
infrastructure technology (PA5)

6. Managing and financing local and social infrastructure 
development (PA6)

7. Regulatory reform and future direction of the PPP 
scheme in infrastructure projects (PA7)

8. Meeting infrastructure challenges of new capital city, ur-
banization and urban regeneration (PA8)

Story of Collaboration: 

Collaboration with other engagement groups (EGs)
T20 should encourage more collaboration with the relevant. In 
other words, it is crucial to have issue mapping for each EGs. In 
the EG issues’ identification, the TF should also create potential 
alignment to promote similar issues in the same direction as a 
part of the whole G20 Presidency. This should include the con-

sultation session in the process with the aim of producing output 
that can be pushed forward in the G20 agenda. Such output and 
collaboration can take the form of producing joint statements or 
related side events. 

TF side Events

Co-Chairs Views

TF Policy Briefs Task FOrce 
Notes

Friend of T20 Chairs

Workshops with 
Partners

Advisory Board

Workshop With G20 Chairs 
(Sherpa & Finance)

T20 Communique

Friend of TF co-Chairs

TF T20 Roundtable 
with WG G20

T20 Communique Development Process
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Target Beneficiaries:
The beneficiary of the activity is The G20
Impact of the Activities (Collaboration with other institutions or Working Groups)
TF8 has established collaborations and partnerships with various institutions or working groups such as ERIA, IIGF 
Institute, B20, U20,  Infrastructure Working Group (IWG), Deloitte, UNIID, Hutama Karya, Nusantara Infrastruc-
ture and Samuel Sekuritas.

The collaboration with ERIA has enabled TF8 to hold a parallel session during T20 Summit with the following theme 
“Promoting Sustainable Investment and Financing as A New Approach for Infrastructure Development”. TF8 col-
laborated with Infrastructure Working Group (IWG), B20, U20 to hold a side event “Advancing Sustainable and 
Inclusive Infrastructure Investment”.

Moreover, TF8 collaborated with Indonesia Infrastructure Guarantee Fund to hold Indonesia Infrastructure Round-
table: “Equitable Risk Allocation”. In addition, TF8 also held the following conferences: “Urban Infrastructure Devel-
opment and The Need for Global Investment Platform: Indonesia’s New Capital City” and “Megaproject Financing 
and Multilateral Development Banks’ Role in Infrastructure Project De-risking”.
Several policy recommendations provided by TF8 to support infrastructure development are as follows:

1. Investing in soft and hard infrastructure to enhance 
global health system management and protocol. G20 
should enhance the investment in such infrastruc-
ture by mobilizing the resources from developed 
countries and MDBs to the less developed countries 
such that those countries could have sufficient soft 
and hard infrastructure needed to support global 
health system management and protocol.

2. Recognizing the added value of a multilevel ap-
proach to ESG, particularly to mainstream sus-
tainable infrastructure investments, across multi-
ple financial models. A sustainable infrastructure 
investment and financing (SIIF) framework are 
especially critical to meet growing demand for af-
fordable infrastructure. Proposals should be made 
to establish a Global investment platform for sus-
tainable urban infrastructure and implemented in 
the G20 presidencies of Indonesia, India, and Brazil, 
followed by South Africa.

3. Initiating smartization through digital collaboration 
projects among various stakeholders among G20 

members. T20 proposes to G20 to promote the es-
tablishment of the G20 Smart World Living Lab and 
Network Hub to solve problems in a small-scale area 
and real-life conditions, as well as to promote col-
laboration and share the best practices among G20 
members.

4. Promoting high-quality and affordable fixed and 
mobile broadband for all. G20 members should 
commit to making internet access a fundamen-
tal right. They should be directed toward ensuring 
access to the internet for marginal groups, such as 
the poor, women, and people with disability. From 
a regional perspective, the G20 should pool more 
resources to bridge the digital infrastructure gap in 
Africa by facilitating the emulation of collaborative 
solutions by supporting policy dialogue and expe-
rience sharing among developing countries. Finally, 
the G20 members should improve project prepara-
tion, alternative financing mechanisms, and policy 
frameworks to promote local ecosystem develop-
ment and diffuse innovation.

Advancing 
Sustainable 

and Inclusive 
Infrastructure 
Investment

“

“

We have held policy dialogue among G20 leaders to convey evidence-based messages effectively to the G20 leaders. 
This policy dialogue should challenge the panelists on how to best respond to the development challenge and how 
current challenges relate to what G20 expectsto achieve.

This is undoubtedly a multi-year global endeavor which the next G20 Presidency of India can build on. We highly en-
courage the Government of India to consider integrating the following policy areas in its preparation for G20 Presiden-
cy in 2023 and subsequent T20 India engagement group works, as well as ensuring discussions regarding infrastructure 
sector:

Discussions and debates need to be continued and further enhanced to encourage G20 leaders adopting policy recom-
mendations developed using T20 rigorous framework. Three important governance strategies for Think20 G20 India 
Presidency to be considered are:

1. Mitigating the risks of a global decline in subnational invest-
ment capacities

2. Promoting a better framework for resilient and sustainable in-
frastructure financing

3. Recognizing advantages of a multi-level approach to ESG, to 
mainstream sustainable infrastructure investments, across 
multiple financial models

4. Promoting smartization and meaningful digitalization

5. Improving project preparation and alternative financing mech-
anisms and policy frameworks

6. Creating safer online space for women, children and the vul-
nerables

7. Facilitating better access and better internet literacy

8. Establishing public infrastructure of knowledge that targets in-
dividuals’ technology use and the messages delivered

1. Effective management structure for 
advocating policies to G20 Finance 
Track and Sherpa Track

2. Keeping track of the T20 communi-
que and policy recommendations

3. Developing a framework for a more 
structured and inclusive approach 
in formulating policy recommenda-
tions
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 In October 2022, TF8 held Special Event Toward G20 
Summit “Infrastructure Development through Innova-
tion and Collaborative Financing: Toward Greater In-
clusivity and Productivity” in Washington DC, US. The 
event welcomed Minister of Finance, Dr. Sri Mulyani 
Indrawati and other G20 officials and academics from 
G20 member states.
While the threat of climate change is escalating, the 
world is also still recovering from the economic dis-
ruptions from the COVID-19 pandemic, geopolitical 
conflicts, and its aftereffects such as stagflation, supply 
chain disruptions and debt overhang. The debt-fund-
ed stimulus to address the economic effects from the 
pandemic has left mostly developing countries with a 
tighter fiscal space and the risk of sovereign debt cri-
sis. However, the economic crisis and subsequent on-

going recovery can be an opportunity to further push 
for productivity improvements through digitalization, 
especially in education, medical, and financial technol-
ogy. Infrastructure development will be an important 
catalyst to enable a stronger recovery, which can only 
be implemented with a coherent and an inclusive ap-
proach of multilateralism and international coopera-
tion.
In addition to its traditional focus on macroeconom-
ic policy coordination and global governance, the G20 
under Indonesia’s Presidency has pushed for solutions 
under the three priority areas:
1. Global Health Architecture,
2. Digital Transformation,
3. Sustainable Energy Transition.

ommunication strategy and media 
engagement in T20 are important to 
highlight the T20 process and its deliv-
erables. First, it serves as a platform to 
disseminate information and enables 
the T20 community to share their find-
ings with a wider audience, increasing 
the reach and impact of their work. It 

also improves visibility by engaging with the media and helps 
the T20 community be more visible to policymakers, potential 
collaborators, partners, and the general public. More important-
ly, effective communication and media engagement can help 
to communicate complex research in an accessible and under-
standable manner, increasing public understanding of relevant 
issues. Lastly, it creates opportunities for researchers to engage 
with different stakeholders, such as policymakers, industry, and 
the public, fostering dialogue and encouraging the translation of 
the policy recommendation into concrete action.
 
Improving the TF public and media engagement strategy
The T20 TFs should plan the media engagement properly in re-
sponse to the related G20 WGs meetings or the latest develop-
ment. This work can be managed with the T20 secretariat team 
as well. For example, TFs can have a press conference or press re-
lease following or preceding the G20 Working Groups meeting 
and use the opportunity to disseminate their updates regarding 
the preliminary policy recommendation. 
Other channels are TFs side events 
and op-eds. The public engage-
ment can also respond 
to the development of 
some relevant issues. 
TF 1 had a collabo-
ration webinar with 
the G20 Trade and 

Investment Research Network (TIRN) on the Russia-Ukraine 
War, Sanctions, and the G20’s Relations With Russia to discuss 
the potential impact of the war to the global economy and the 
G20. Lastly, op-ed writing is also one of the options and should 
be encouraged especially for the TF co-chairs.

Internal to the organization
Overall strategy communication remains not well integrated, 
and the task force has not consistently updated the T20 secre-
tariat on activities and deliverables, which makes it difficult for 
information to be effectively disseminated since it is too close to 
the activity to be implemented. Additionally, a few of task groups 
did not stick to the T20 secretariat’s design guidelines, which 
rendered flyers and other kinds of communication appear un-
professional. In order to better implement actions, it will be im-
portant to create an activity plan for the following three months 
and increase the review process.

This is due to a lack of connection between domestic and foreign 
media, as well as the continuous mediocre information exchange 
between think tanks both inside and outside the G20 countries. 
Lack of information about international media that engagement 
groups could use to disseminate information about their activi-
ties and other deliverables. Therefore, it is necessary to strength-
en and improve think tanks and future media partnership.

The activity plan has not positioned quite enough attention on 
the target participants, and as a consequence, few of the activities 
that are carried out are well attended. In addition to dealing with 
a wide range of issues, these activities also frequently do not cap-
tivate participants because the issues are not presented in a way 
that could intrigue their interest.

Based on the first year of T20 Indonesia activities, about 90% 
of the activities are conducted online; this presents our biggest 

D.  Revamping T20 communication 
strategy and media

C
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challenge in attracting participants to participate entirely online. 
In addition, the implementation of time, which tends to con-
sume work time (Indonesian time), affects the number of partic-
ipants who attend both locally and overseas; this limits us due to 
the significant time difference.
Aside from its role as an ideas bank, T20 is also well-equipped 
to improve public knowledge on G20 issues. Global issues may 
appear too exclusive and disconnected from the general public’s 
daily lives. At the same time, the public might question the con-
crete benefit of having the G20 presidency. In this case, there is 
a need for T20 to engage more with the media and journalists. 

The first platform is the press conference, where the committee 
invites representatives from media usually as part of T20 main 

and side events. The press conference is beneficial to disseminate 
key findings and recommendations from the T20 process to the 
wider audience and stimulate public discourse. In this case, the 
T20 can amplify the role of press conferences by making them 
more frequent and more responsive throughout the G20 pres-
idency. For example, the T20 can have a regular press-confer-
ence (or a more informal such as “coffee talk”) to respond to the 
working groups or sherpa meetings’ updates and deliverables. 
One of the key features last year was the media briefing for the 
inauguration of the T20 Indonesia in addition to making G20 
issues more down to earth for the general public. This kind of 
event should be conducted more regularly and bring the ongoing 
work of relevant TFs.

For example: 
• Keep cross-border electronic transmissions free to recover together, stronger  

(https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2022/06/10/keep-cross-border-electronic-transmis-
sions-free-to-recover-together-stronger.html); 

• As India prepares to take over the G20 presidency, it can learn from Indonesia  
(https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/as-india-prepares-to-take-over-g20-presidency-it-can-
learn-from-indonesia-8178463/);

• Charging up on energy for the G20 summit  
(https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/09/05/charging-up-on-energy-for-the-g20-summit/)

E.  T20 impact and influence 
in global agenda setting

T
raditionally, T20 Policy Briefs and 
T20 Communiqué are the main 
deliverables of the T20 process. 
Therefore, the usual matrix for a 
successful T20 is whether the T20 
policy recommendations match 
the G20 Leaders’ Declaration. A 
study from Kirton (2021) provides 

a comprehensive evaluation regarding the influence of T20 
that highlights the effectiveness of the recommendations 
and makes those recommendations sooner as one of the 
key factors. However, there is also a need to consider more 
aspects of the T20’s influence in the G20 process. 

Emphasize more focus outside T20 Communique
T20 policy recommendations and achievement in terms of 
recommendation often being emphasized on how much its 
recommendations are included in G20 Communique. While 
this is still the case in the T20 Indonesia presidency, T20 In-
donesia has attempted to ensure its policy focus, formulations, 
and recommendations are included in Working Group and 
other Engagement Group discussions, multilateral institu-
tions’ agenda, and many nations’ policy focus and priorities. 
For instance, T20 Indonesia policy discussion and recommen-
dations regarding digitalization has substantiated and much 
aligned with Bank for International Settlements’ (BIS) agenda 
development on digital currencies and in the realm of glob-
al health, aligned with the setup and agenda of the Pandemic 
Health Fund by World Bank. 
 
Concrete Follow Up and Projects
The follow-up projects should also be one of the concrete im-
pacts of the T20 process. One of the potential legacies of T20 
Indonesia is the G20 Research Forum. The forum is jointly 
launched by the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and 
East Asia (ERIA), Research and Information System for De-
veloping Countries (RIS), and the Institute for Economic and 
Social Research – Faculty of Economics and Business, Univer-
sity of Indonesia (LPEM FEB UI) at the T20 Summit in Bali 
last year. The forum aims to provide well-researched inputs 
to the G20 process and its ministerial tracks, on the develop-
mental issues before the members and non-members of G20 
and undertake studies, organise brainstorming sessions, col-
laborate with governments and chairs of G20; and establish 
linkages with multilateral organisation.
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The Smarter World Living Lab includes the Living Lab 
platform, which aims to improve the quality of life in 
small communities.

The concept of smart cities and technology-based smart 
solutions has become a solution to urban issues, but their 
existence still offers a formidable obstacle. Many of these 
initiatives are not carried out. Specifically, Supangkat and 
Firmansyah (2021) and Schuurman (2014) outlined the dif-
ficulties and failures associated with deploying these intelli-
gent solutions as follows:  
1. The suitability of the smart city concept for urban con-

ditions; 
2. The reach of the implementation is too broad (do not 

assume a limited scope); 
3. The impact is not directly felt by the community; 
4. Too much focus on technology development, forget-

ting about governance and changing human resource 
mindsets; 

5. A lack of evaluation of the implementation carried out 
in the metropolitan area; 

6. It does not start from the core value but focuses on the 
added value of the implementation; and 

7. It does not manage sustainability. It takes a unique ap-
proach to tackle, and Living Lab can be that approach.

Living Lab (LL) is an approach to solving problems through 
the use of intelligent solutions in a specific area of a real 
environment, involving stakeholders to measure their effec-
tiveness and provide feedback on the sustainability of the 
improvement they benefit from. LL can be a solution since 
it solves problems and uses actual data to solve real-world 
problems based on collaboration among multiple stake-
holders.

Our living lab project presents the Area of Dago, Dipati-
ukur, and Ganesha (DDG) as an integrated living that not 
only solves the problem with the living lab approach but 
also integrates multiple problems into one platform to solve 
all problems, which can be evaluated and controlled in the 
areas. Through the Living Lab, we try to solve three main 
problems in DDG areas that need improvement. These in-
clude (1) economics, particularly in SMEs; (2) societal is-
sues, including mobility and security, and (3) environmen-
tal issues, including waste and water issues. This solution 
will be integrated with a platform called the Living Lab plat-
form. As the main key of the LL approach, we also design 
and create a commitment with all stakeholders to imple-
ment all solutions to ensure that all solutions have a direct 
impact on improving the quality of life.

Story of Collaboration: 

Task Force 2: G20 Living Lab

WAY FORWARD
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ver the last de-
cade, the G20 
has gained 
an important 
role in setting 
agendas for 
mult i latera l 
cooperation. 

Born out of the crisis in the late 1990s as 
an informal meeting to deal with specific 
financial issues, the forum has been ele-
vated to leaders' level and has expanded 
its discussion on various issues ranging 
from international finance and infra-
structural development, to energy tran-
sition and health cooperation. The group 
offers a unique combination of top-level 
political authority and decision-making 
flexibility that makes it more adaptive 
towards new and emerging issues. Such 
characteristics are useful during the cur-
rent period, where international coopera-
tion is very much needed and difficult to 
attain at the same time.

One of the unique features of the G20 is 
the active participation of various stake-
holders outside of governments and pol-
icymakers. Key non-government actors, 
also known officially as Engagement 
Groups, support and actively provide 
inputs to the process. Among various 
engagement groups, the Think (T20), 
consisting of G20-based think tanks, has 
been one of the most active groups to 
try to influence global agendas through 
a global network of independent experts 
and knowledge centers. Positioning itself 
as an “Idea Bank of the G20”, T20 is quite 
unique since it does not represent certain 
interest groups nor carry out a specific 

agenda, but rather provides independent 
recommendations based on empirical ev-
idence.

T20 recommendations to the G20 process 
have evolved in response to how the group 
organizes its activities. While examining 
the work of T20 is not easy, some stud-
ies have tried to assess T20’s influence on 
the G20 by looking at the extent of pol-
icy recommendations that are included 
in the G20's official documents. In 2018, 
a study from Warren and Kirton showed 
that 24% of T20 recommendations were 
either partially or fully matched by G20 
declarations [1]. Using the same meth-
odology, Warren measured that the level 
of matches increased to 45% during the 
Japan presidency and declined during the 
Saudi and Italian presidencies [2].

While useful, these exercises need to be 
taken with caution. The number of com-
plementary recommendations does not 
necessarily measure the level of influ-
ence of this engagement group. Higher 
number of matches may come from the 
result of appropriate selection of topics 
being discussed in the task forces of T20. 
The selection of policy areas that mirror 
the agendas of G20 working groups may 
lead to greater coherence between T20 
recommendations and G20 outputs. On 
the other hand, as an “idea bank” of the 
G20, some policy recommendations are 
more forward-looking than G20 agendas. 
Such recommendations will not appear in 
the G20 outputs that year, but they may 
lead to discussion in the subsequent G20 
meetings and define the direction of the 
future global agenda.

Nonetheless, just like the main theme of 
this book, the T20's contribution to the 
G20 process needs to be enhanced in the 
future. Several proposals have been for-
mulated in the T20’s Task Force 11 Policy 
Brief, “Reforming the T20." The docu-
ment proposes some recommendations 
to make T20 an effective, transparent, 
and inclusive global forum that helps re-
fine and promote international cooper-
ation [3]. Some recommendations have 
been applied to the process of T20 during 
Indonesia’s G20 presidency in 2022, con-
tinuing through India's presidency in 
2023.

In order to create a more effective dia-
logue platform in the future, T20 might 
need to take some initiatives. The first is 
related to engagement and communica-
tion with the G20. This should become 
the focus of the T20 process in the fu-
ture. TF11 Policy Brief makes some rec-
ommendations by scheduling a series 
of meetings and dialogues with various 
elements of the G20, as well as setting 
the milestone of T20 deliverables in line 
with the G20 timeline. Policy briefs and 
task force notes, for example, could be re-
leased in accordance to relevant working 
groups meetings, while the T20 Commu-
niqué could be completed long before the 
leaders’ summit to allow more time for 
communication and dissemination.

Second, T20 should reconsider the need 
for a more formalized governance struc-
ture. There is a tradition for T20 host in-
stitutions to establish an advisory board 
based on troika position, expertise, and 
representativeness. It is worth consider-

1. Brittaney Warren and John Kirton, “Recommendations Realized: From T20 to G20 2018”,   
available at http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/analysis/t20-2018-recommendations-realized.html

2. Brittaney Warren, T20 2021 Recommendations Realized at the G20 Rome Summit,  
available at http://www.g20.utoronto.ca/analysis/t20-2021-recommendations-realized.html

3. Available at https://www.t20italy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/TF11ReformingT20.pdf
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ing the establishment of this international 
committee for T20—perhaps for a period 
of three years, especially if there is an in-
terest in also putting priority on a more 
long-term agenda of discussion and thus 
improving continuity. The committee is 
expected to intensify communication and 
increase T20 influence. It would be good 
if the committee had access to commu-
nication with the leaders' meetings, or at 
least ministerial meetings.

The idea can be taken further with the es-
tablishment of a committee at the nation-
al level to facilitate expert engagements 
and think tank activities related to G20 
agendas. The committee should actively 
engage with their government and G20 
delegate to strengthen T20 messages and 
recommendations. Such a practice would 
make the T20 activities not only limited 
to the host institutions but also carried 
out by other members. This arrangement 
may sacrifice some flexibility that T20 has 
enjoyed, but it would increase the net-
work's engagement with G20, other en-
gagement groups, and other stakeholders.

Third, the success of T20 depends on the 
effectiveness of G20 member countries in 
implementing their commitments at the 
global and national level. Therefore, it is 
important for T20 to promote interna-

beyond G20 members. This may magnify 
the messages from the Global South and 
help in shaping the agenda of the G20 in 
the greater interest of developing nations.

In conclusion, the T20 has a strong po-
tential to boost the G20 agenda. Given 
the current uncertain economic and geo-
political situation, the engagement group 
can provide a venue to discuss various 
important agenda in a genuine, open, 
and balanced approach, while at the same 
time trying to bridge the diverse interests 
among the most influential economies of 
the world.

tional cooperation, especially at a time 
when nations tend to have divergent in-
terests due to irreconcilable geopolitical 
stances. The role of think tank networks, 
such as T20, in carrying out “track-two 
diplomacy” cannot be undermined. The 
cooperation among think tanks needs to 
be strengthened to further the initiatives 
from the T20 recommendation.

Lastly, T20 is expected to include more 
perspectives and recommendations from 
the Global South in the G20 dialogue. 
This can be done by increasing participa-
tion of developing nations experts, both 
from G20 members and beyond. During 
Indonesia's presidency, and later followed 
by India, participation of scholars from 
the developing nations has increased in 
writing policy briefs as well as in other 
T20 activities. In addition, more T20/
G20 related activities should take place 
in other developing countries to increase 
acceptance of the proposed global agenda 
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